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BE THE IDEA OF AMERICA
A Living Guide to Practicing Belonging, Liberty, and Opportunity
THE INVITATION
Let's not just believe in the Idea of America—let's be it. In our workplaces, homes, play spaces, and gatherings, we can make liberty, dignity, equality, opportunity, and belonging real through how we live. Here's how:
1. AT WORK – Practice Opportunity, Innovation & Accountability
· Sponsor someone who may be overlooked—open doors for their ideas and potential.
· Celebrate failure as part of innovation: share “freedom to fail and try again” stories weekly.
· Ask yourself weekly: Who did I help rise this week?
2. AT HOME – Practice Liberty, Belonging & Justice
· Ask your family: "What do you need to feel free to be yourself in this home?"
· Blend cultures and traditions—your own and other cultures.
· Create a ritual: Breaking Bread – invite people to try different cultural breads.
3. AT PLAY – Practice Joy, Inclusion & Respectful Space
· Attend or host cultural festivals, art shows, and community events.
· Reinforce kindness and fairness in play—call people in, not just out.
· Simple habit: Introduce friends by naming something you admire about them.
4. AT GATHERINGS – Practice Relationship, Purpose & Shared Ethics
· Invite people to share: “Which Idea of America resonates with you the most”
· Explore ways to act on values such as fairness, opportunity, equality, freedom
· Create a mosaic of belonging—display responses visibly.
5. IN PUBLIC LIFE – Practice Rule of Law through Justice & Integrity
· Speak up for policies and leaders who serve everyone, not just the powerful.
· Through storytelling share the importance of the rule of law for national progress & stability
· Follow the rule of law in ordinary situations – honoring the stop sign when you drive or allowing someone to go first.
LIVING THE IDEA
The American Dream lives not just in documents but in our daily actions. Every time you choose inclusion over isolation, innovation over fear, dignity over division—you are the Idea of America.
So let’s keep this Idea alive.
Let’s live it, share it, and pass it on.
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